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Welcome to the 13th issue of the SNIPS newsletter – 
a part of the Slough Interagency Disabled Children & 
Young People’s Database Service.  We do hope that 
you enjoyed your summer break with no time to get 
bored.  There are lots of new developments going on 
in Slough and now is the time to put your opinions 
and views forward to service  planners and 
developers who are consulting with you in various 
ways.  
 
 

Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC): - is 
the central government’s written plan on how the 
£340 million pounds, which was earmarked during 
the spending review to support families of disabled 
children is to be distributed and spent by local 
authorities between 2008-2011. There are plans to 
support families with short breaks, better childcare, 
support during transition to adulthood and more 
support and help for parents & carers. The aim is to 
ensure that all families with disabled children and 
young people have the support they need to live 
ordinary family lives, as a matter of course. 
 

Those of you who came to the last SEN & Disabled 
Children’s Forum in May met Jackie Wright, Head 
of Services for Children with Learning Difficulties 
and Disabilities.  In this issue, she shares 
information with SNIPS readers about some of the 
local developments - you can hear more about 
these from her at the next forum on the 11th of 
November (See page 6). 
 
 
 

Parental Views and Feedback 
 

Your views are extremely important to us in helping 
us to shape our service delivery for children and 
young people with learning difficulties and disabilities.  
 

We would welcome your views on any aspect of our 
service delivery and suggestions that we can 
consider when developing our plans for the future.  
You can email me direct on 
Jackie.Wright@slough.gov.uk, or make contact with 
Surinder Mankoo on surinder.mankoo@slough.gov.uk 
or use your usual contacts within the Local Authority 
or voluntary organisations you are involved with.  
 

In Slough we value parental input and appreciate that 
we need to provide you with feedback to let you know 

how your views have helped us and to ensure we 
have responded to your areas of concern.  In order to 
assist with this two-way process, we have 
established a link officer system with a range of 
voluntary organisations to ensure we can hear, listen 
to and respond to your views and provide you with 
feedback.   
 

In the next edition of SNIPS I hope to confirm the link 
officers and their contact details should you wish to 
get in touch but please do not hesitate to contact me 
direct in the meantime.  
 

Jackie Wright 
Head of Service for Children with Learning Difficulties 
and Disabilities 
 
 
 

Transformation of Short Breaks 
 

The Government has listened to parents/carers 
views and decided to allocate money to Local 
Authorities (LAs)  and Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) to 
enable us to offer a significantly greater volume of 
short break provision than in previous years.  In 
Slough the Local Authority was allocated £40k for 
this financial year and this was intended for us to 
prepare for transformation.  We decided that we 
would like to use some of this money to arrange short 
breaks/activities over the summer holiday period as 
we know this is a difficult time for families.  
 

I hope many of you have accessed provision and 
completed a questionnaire to let me know your 
views.  If you haven’t completed a questionnaire and 
would like to, please contact Pinda Bhuller on 01753 
787676.  Your views are very important to us.   
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We are now working hard with colleagues in the 
PCT, other agencies and the voluntary sector to 
prepare an Action Plan for the transformation so that 
we have a cohesive and comprehensive range of 
short break provision for 2009/10 and onward.  This 
should include a range of different provision tailored 
to the needs of families in Slough.  You have already 
told us that some of the particular gaps in provision 
relate to children and young people with behaviour 
that can be challenging, children under the age of 8 
years and those with a sensory impairment.  Please 
let us know your views if you haven’t already done 
so. 
 
Article by Jackie Wright, Head of Service for Children 
with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities 
 
 

Arbour Vale House 
 
Arbour Vale House is the residential provision at 
Arbour Vale School and I am pleased to let you know 
that this has now opened.  The first few 
children/young people were admitted to the provision 
towards the end of the summer term.  Placements 
will be arranged for pupils who attend the school, in 
line with agreed criteria and through the Admissions 
Panel at the school.   
 
Arbour Vale House is currently open 4 nights a week 
during term time and complements the provision at 
Breakaway.  The next challenge for us is to consider 
the remit of both facilities to ensure the Local 
Authority is providing a cohesive service and to 
consider ways in which we can extend the use of 
Arbour Vale House.   
This may be linked to our work on transforming short 
break provision through Aiming High. 
If you have any questions about the provision at 
Arbour Vale House please contact the school direct 
on 01753 515560. 
 
Article by Jackie Wright, Head of Service for Children 
with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities 
 

 
 

Educational Provision for Children with 
Learning Difficulties and Disabilities 

 
The Local Authority has been considering the range 
of educational provision within Slough to try to ensure 
that we can meet as many special educational needs 
as possible within our Borough.  We would like to be 
able to offer appropriate provision to all our children 
and young people so that they can remain part of 
their local community and we are working towards 
this goal.  I can now confirm that we have been able 
to extend the age range of the Resource for pupils 

with speech, language and communication needs at 
St. Ethelbert’s Primary School to enable 4 nursery 
aged children to attend. Our aim is to provide early 
intervention to the children with the most significant 
needs and research shows that these children can 
make good progress and may not then require 
specialist provision as they move through their 
primary schooling, enabling them to return to their 
local primary school at an appropriate time.  The first 
children are being admitted in September 2008.   
 
We have also identified a need for a secondary aged 
Resource for pupils with speech, language and 
communication needs.  Plans are progressing with 
the aim of opening a Resource in September 2009 
and I will let you know more about this in the next 
edition.  However, if you have a child with a 
statement in Year 6 who you think may benefit from a 
place in such a Resource please do not hesitate to 
contact your Case Officer to discuss this further.  
 
Article by Jackie Wright, Head of Service for Children 
with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities 
 
 

Phase Transfer for Statemented Pupils 

 
If you have a statemented child due to transfer 
school in September 2009, you should have received 
information from the Local Authority about the 
arrangements for transfer.  If you have any queries or 
concerns about the process please contact your 
Case Officer to discuss this further.  
  
The Case Officer’s contact details are: 
 

-  Linda Knight (01753 787668) 
 e-mail: Linda.Kinght@slough.gov.uk 

 -  Helen Weir (01753 787675) 
 e-mail:   Helen.Weir@slough.gov.uk 

 -  Sasha Baughen (01753 787694)  
 e-mail:   Sasha.Baughen@slough.gov.uk 

 
For statemented children in Year 5 who need to 
transfer to secondary school in September 2010, we 
would like to encourage you to use this academic 
year to consider carefully the options for your child’s 
education and these will be discussed with you at 
your child’s annual review during Year 5.  Your Case 
Officer hopes to attend this meeting and will be able 
to answer any questions you may have about the 
process.  You can also receive support through the 
Parent Partnership Service and if you wish to access 
this support please contact the service direct on tel 
no 01753 787690.  Helpline nos: 01753 787693 or 
01753 787691.  Please do not hesitate to get in 
touch. 
 
Article by Jackie Wright, Head of Service for Children 
with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities 
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SENDIST 
 
New changes to the structure of SENDIST and new 
rules come into force in November 2008.  The 
changes are summarised on a separate sheet with 
this newsletter (Appendix 1).  You may also contact 
the free SENDIST helpline on 0870 241 2555 or visit 
the website:             http://www.sendist.gov.uk/ 
 
Jackie Wright, Head of Service for Children with 
Learning Difficulties and Disabilities 
 
 
 

Disability Awareness Day in Slough 

 
On 18th July this year, a Physical Disability 
Awareness Day organised and run by the Action 
Group formed at a Community Care Forum was 
held in the Queensmere Centre. 
The event provided visitors with information about 
support services, transport, leisure, support groups 
and demonstrations of a number of activities such 
as seated exercise, street dance, street dance 
tuition and Tai Chi. 
If you are interested in being part of the planning 
group for a bigger, better event next year, please 
contact Rod Douglas on 01753 538446 e-mail@ 
rod.douglas@slough.gov.uk or Mary Byrne on 
01753 219116 or e-mail mary@sloughcvs.org.uk. 
 
 

Multi-Agency Locality Teams news 

 
Slough is now divided into 4 
multi-agency locality teams 
(MALTS): West, East and 
two Central.  The aim of 
MALTS is to deliver services 
to your area.  They are 

made up of professionals from services, such as 
Psychology, Autism, Parent Partnership, Social 
Care and Behaviour.  Though most professionals 
are based within their own localities, the social 
workers continue to be based centrally within the 
Town Hall and part-time at the Child Development 
centre in Upton Hospital.  
 
Each of these teams in Slough now has an 
Implementation Manager:  
 

 Sally Grimstone for Central East;  
 Karl Davis for Central West, 
 Ellen O’Farrell for West, and 
 Dennis Kitchener for East.  

 
Whole locality meetings were held in July which 
included other services/support systems including 

Health, Connexions, Youth Services, schools and 
Police as well as voluntary agencies and faith 
groups to identify local need and develop provision 
in the area.  
The aim of the MALTs is to improve outcomes for 
children and young people and YOU are asked for 
your views on the services provided to help shape 
developments.  
 
 
Sally Grimstone  (Head of Psychology and 
Inclusion, SBC) 
 
 

LINks Local Involvement Network 

 
A chance to say how health and social care 
services can be made better in Slough.  
A Local Involvement Network - or LINK - will be a 
network of local people, groups and organisations 
that want to make health and social care services 
better in Slough. The purpose of a LINk is to give 
everyone the chance to say what they think about 
their local care services - what is working well and 
what is not so good.  Funded by the Government, 
the LINk will be independent of the NHS and 
Slough Borough Council and will have specific 
powers to influence how local care services are 
planned, developed and managed. 
 
What will a LINk do? 
A LINk will have the power to investigate issues of 
public concern, request information, enter and view 
services, make reports and recommendations and 
refer issues to local councillors for scrutiny. 
The LINk will represent the whole community whilst 
working with health and social care professionals to 
make sure your voice and the voice of your 
community is heard. 
 
How can you play a part? 
It will be local communities that shape what the 
LINk does and how it develops.   We need local 
groups and people, including those already working 
in user involvement in health and social care, to 
come together to help build a LINk. 
 
If you have an interest in getting involved please  
 
Carol Jackson-Doerge, 
LINk Development Officer, Envolve, Unit 2,  
Saturn House, Calleva Business Park, Aldermaston, 
Berkshire, RG7 8HA  
Tel  0118 9814 279 
Email: caroldoerge@oacppih.org  
 
 

Slough Autism Project  
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Slough Borough Council recognises that more 
needs to be done to support children as well as 
adults with autism and their carers at both a 
national and local level. As a response to this, 
Berkshire Autistic Society (BAS) has been 
commissioned, through the Learning Disability 
Development Fund, to undertake a detailed piece 
of work on behalf of this Department.   
The focus of the work includes:  
 
 Mapping numbers of people known to Slough 

Borough Council across both children and adult 
services believed to be on the autistic spectrum  

 Helping to identify the needs of this group such as 
health, employment and accommodation   

 Reviewing current support offered  
 Collating information about local resources and 

services including how to access them 
 Identifying gaps in local provision  
 Undertaking training needs audit of key staff 

within Slough Borough Council.  
 
BAS will then produce a comprehensive report 
focusing on the areas identified above with future 
recommendations for Slough.  
To support this work, a project group has been set 
involving key local authority and PCT staff as well 
as people with autistic spectrum conditions and 
carers. Two conferences focusing on autism will be 
held at The Centre, Farnham Road. One on 20th 
November and another on 14th January. These are 
aimed at carers and staff supporting people with 
autism.   
For more information about this project contact; Sally 
Kitson, Commissioning and Development Manager- 
Learning Disabilities, Slough Borough Council  E-mail: 
sally.kitson@berkshire.nhs.uk. T: 01753 635661 - 
Information on the Autism Conference: Alex Dean, Tel: 
01753 875766 
 
 

Autism Information Evenings 

The Service for Autism team will be running three 
information evenings for parents of children who 
have received a diagnosis of ASD and who may 
wish to have a clearer understanding of the 
disorder.  The information evenings are primarily 
aimed at those parents who may not have had an 
opportunity to attend NAS Early Bird or EarlyBird 
Plus.  It is hoped that these evenings will also 
provide an opportunity to share ideas and queries 
with other parents.  
 
Session Dates: 26 Nov, 3 Dec, 10 Dec 
Time: 7-9pm 
Venue: Thames Valley Infant School 
Contact: To check availability please contact  
Mandy Wimbush 01753 787627 or Liz Smith 
01753787696 

Multi-Sensory Resource Centre for Slough 

 
Slough and District Deaf Centre has almost 
completed construction of a new purpose-built 
multi-sensory resource centre in partnership with 
Slough Borough Council to serve the needs of 
hearing and visually impaired people in the area (at 
the time of printing this newsletter). 

 
The new centre will enable the charity to help 
develop an extensive range of services for the 
sensory-impaired, including:   
 

 Carers’ groups, including some 
for children of deaf/blind 
parents 

 Family support surgeries 
 Advice to assist deaf/blind 

people to find and get into work. 
 Facilities for Asian deaf/blind women's group 

and other appropriate groups 
 Sign language classes for hearing parents, 

siblings, relatives.  
 Health promotion programmes. 
 Educational and pre-college courses 
 Audiology & Eye Test clinics 
 Information point with networked minicom 
 Internet-linked PC for access to online 

resources 
 
PLUS: A WIDE RANGE OF SOCIAL 
AND SPORTING ACTIVITIES 
 
If you would like more information on this 
centre or its progress,  
contact: Secretary Katie Erlam  
Tel: 07976  964298 
E-mail: katie@contactsbook.co.uk 
 

 
 

Flash Sonar training for blind pupils and 
their teachers 

     
 
Six pupils with severe sight impairment, their parents 
and teachers from Sensory Consortium Service enjoyed 
a training workshop with Dan Kish in July. Dan is from 
California. He has no vision at all and tours the world 
alone, teaching others to use a combination of “flash 
sonar” and the long cane for independent mobility.  He 
appeared in the documentary as an extraordinary 
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Mobility Instructor for Ben, “The Boy who sees without 
eyes”. 
“Flash Sonar” refers to the use of echolocation, similar 
to that used by a bat, in which a brief sound is emitted 
and the echoes used to create a mental “image” of the 
surroundings. Dan is so skilled that he can detect the 
edges of furniture, differentiate between various building 
materials and accurately describe the heights of plants 
in a border. He teaches these skills in conjunction with 
the early introduction of a long cane, even before a child 
is walking, to enable a blind child to develop the ability 
to move around happily and independently in any 
environment. 
 
Dan’s approach is revolutionary in that he aims to 
enskill parents to help their baby to learn to move 
through the world independently from the very earliest 
days. 
 
Our pupils and parents thoroughly enjoyed the sessions 
with Dan and his assistant Shauna.   The Sensory 
Consortium Service plans to have further staff training 
with Dan and looks forward to introducing his ideas to 
blind and severely visually impaired 
(Article by Jane Lovering, Sensory Consortium 
Service) 
 

More Money for our Parks 

Slough has received some money from the Lottery 
Fund for two new play parks. 
 
There are proposals for a water-based play area at 
Salt Hill Park and an adventure and natural landscape 
development in Upton Court Park. 

  
It will also fund a play co-ordinator 
who will work with children and 
young people to promote the new 

n in 
e design of the play areas. 

 to put forward any 
uggestions you might have. 

facilities. 
Plans and consultations are also 
under way for other new play areas 

and revamping of some of the existing play areas with 
new play equipment suitable for children.  Slough’s 
Parks Project Officer, Bruce Hicks, informs us that in 
terms of the design and accessibility of the new play 
areas, the council is appointing a consultant to design 
the play areas and their brief will include making play 
accessible for as many people as possible and 
consulting with local groups and organisations so that 
their needs are represented and given consideratio
th
 
 

So now is the time for families
s
 

 Agencies & Resources 
 
 

Parent Partnership 
 If you know of a parents support group or an 
organisation that would like a personal visit from the 

Parent Partnership representative who can come and 
talk about ways in which the service can help families 
with issues at school, please call Jean Chang or 
Abeda Ahmad on Tel no 01753 787690.  Helpline 

os: 01753 787693 or 01753 787691 n
 
 

Big James Swim Skool  provides special needs & 
additional swimming support. One-to-one sessions 
are currently held every Saturday and Sunday from 
2pm till 5pm at the Slough Montem leisure centre. 
These Sessions are with a fully qualified swimming 
teacher.  Staff are ASA accredited/CRB Holders of 

y the Big Lottery Fund is being trialled out 

liday School – holiday activities for a 

 Ltd,  

ire, SL1 
XS  Telephone 01753 701756 

current First Aid and Life Savers. 
A swimming project linked with SHAPE and 
supported b
this year.   
For more information and charges contact:  
Big James Ho
small charge. 
Big James Swim Skool & Kiddies Parties
REGUS, The Nova Building, 2nd Floor, 
Herschel Street,  Slough, Berksh
1
 
 

Electric Eels - Another New Swim Club 
Electric Eels: This is a swimming club for anyone 
aged 6 upwards who has Down’s Syndrome living in 
E. Berkshire but is open to swimmers from other 
areas. It is a club for people who wish to swim 
competitively but non-swimmers are also welcome. 
More details from Lynne Haslam on 01628 670992 or 
an O’Brien 01628 781921  lynnehaslam@hotmail.com 

ummer Schemes & Activities

J
 
 

S  

d an 
xtra number of families benefited from these.   

 
In July and August this year, with extra funding from 
Slough Borough Council, a number of voluntary 
organisations, such as Crossroads, Parvaaz, the 
ASD Coffee Morning Group ran a variety of 
organized summer activities and schemes an
e
 
Parvaaz Project have written to SNIPS to say…‘’Our  
activities included trips to the Iver Nature Study 
Centre, Thames Valley Adventure Playground, the 
Lookout Discovery Park, Cinema, Boat trips in 
Windsor, Magic Show and Summer Barbeque. 
Transport was provided and these were a huge 
success and were enjoyed by the children and 
welcomed by the parents and carers. We would like 
to thank the Slough Borough Council’s Aiming High 
project that enabled the Parvaaz Project to carry out 
this Programme. We would also like to thank our staff 
and volunteers who have worked very hard during 

e summer to make this programme a success’. 

-   
10.00am to 12.00pm offering advice, information and 

th
 
Parvaaz also hold the following regular sessions: 

‘Drop-in Sessions’ every Wednesday morning from 
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sign-posting service for parents and carers of children 
and young people with special needs. 

- Regular group activities include:  
Life Skills Courses taught in a fun way on Wednesday 
evenings 

-     A Girls Only Group on Thursday evenings; and  
-     All Stars Sports Club on Saturday mornings 
 
Contact Gulshan Mughal: Parvaaz Project, The Annexe, 
Rotunda Youth & Community Centre, Northampton 
Avenue, Slough, Berks, SL1 3BP  Tele: 01753-824374 / 
529628 
 
 

Services for Children with Learning 
Difficulties & Disabilities  (LDD) 
 
Good wishes to the team’s occupational therapist, 
Melissa Mohr, who goes on maternity leave at the 
end of September, and a warm welcome to Cheryl 
Rankin who started work as a new social worker in 
June 2008. 
 
 

 

SEN & Disabled Children’s 
Forum 

11th November 2008,  
11.30 pm – 2.30 pm 

Council Chambers, Town Hall, Slough   
 

 Come and hear about current service 
developments 

 Give your views on shaping future services 
 Join discussions on: Adolescence, sex, 

relationships & related behaviour; special 
support in schools; support for children with 
physical & medical conditions  

 holiday respite breaks 
 Get information and advice on services and 

benefits 
 & General discussions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information,  please contact: 
Surinder Mankoo on  
01753 690908 / 07816933589  
or Jean Chang on 01753 477303 
 
 

Slough Interagency 

Disabled Children and Young People’s 
DATABASE OF NEEDS 

 
Registration on this Database is voluntary. 

  
Children’s  
-   ongoing current needs, 
-   future needs, 
- unmet needs,  
- gaps in services, 
- parents/children’s views 
are recorded on this database and can be used 
to influence planners, developers and managers who 
make decisions about services. 

 

Names are kept anonymous. 
 

Anyone can refer a child for inclusion. 
   

More numbers = clearer picture of needs. 
 

You also get a free copy of the SNIPS handbook of 
services, regular SNIPS newsletters and invitations to 

events and the SEN & Disabled Children’s Forums in order 
to network, share experiences and to 

 MAKE YOURSELF HEARD 
 

 
On the database, you said…… 
 

“We’d like more things to do during the holidays” 
Slough has and will receive extra funding for respite 
breaks, Slough will be developing new parks and play 
areas. (See article on page 1) 
 
You said….“There isn’t much to do for hearing/visually 
impaired children” 
Slough will soon have a multi-sensory centre. 
 
You said….”We’d like early intervention and more of 
speech and language therapy”  
See article by Jackie Wright on page 2 about Education 
Provision.  Fiona Rye, Berkshire East PCT’s Prinicpal 
Speech and Language Therapist in response to the 
Bercow report on page 11* says “Locally we are pleased 
to be able to say that pre-school children can access a 
speech and language therapy assessment of need in their 
local children’s centres by attending a drop-in clinic, there 
is no waiting list for this assessment process. For both the 
most complex and most routine needs the waiting list for 
children to access therapy is now less than 3 months in the 
majority of cases (some children may have other needs 
which take the wait up eg a hospital admission, etc). All 
therapy is agreed with parents and delivered on a care 
package basis.  We, as Berkshire East PCT, are working 
with a range of provider services and will hope to be 
actively involved in delivery of the ‘Every Child a Talker’ 
programme.” 
 
You said…..“We have to keep on repeating information 
to professionals” 
Authorised professionals are now using the e-CAF - which 
is a common assessment tool for sharing information 
about children in order to identify and meet their needs.  
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You asked. …“Are there any one-to-one swimming 
lessons for children with special needs?” – see page 5 
for swimming lessons with BigJames.  Children also get 
lessons via schools. 
 

Why you joined the Database…….. 
 

 "After careful rational thinking, all my 
reservations and fears dissolved. I put my child's 
name on the Database, to make sure the Council 
knows what my child and family need, what 
services will help us live a better life and make 
sure they provide them. Additionally, the SNIPS 
handbook proved an invaluable source in helping 
me find the appropriate services for my child. I will 
urge all families to register their children on the 
Database. This way the needs of our children can 
be heard and fulfilled." – KB 

 

 “I joined the database because it keeps me 
informed of new developments for disabled 
children.” – JJ 

 
(Please bear in mind that being on the database does 
not affect any benefits/services you receive directly; 
you’ll be adding to the bigger picture of needs in 
Slough) 
 
 
Brief Stats from the Database by the end of 
September: 
 
Numbers:  There are 369 children on the database. 
 

Genders of Children 
Genders of Children

Girls
31%

Boys
69%

 
 
Nature of Disability: 
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1 1 5 4 2 Under 3 

4 2 29 10 4 3 to 5 

22 10 51 27 9 6 to 10 

13 7 41 17 7 11 to 14 

11 6 29 13 3 15 to 18 

2 3 9 5 3 Over 18 

53 29 164 76 28 Total 
 
 

Ethnicity 
 

Ethnicity Nos 

White British 124 

Asian Pakistani 124 

Asian Indian 41 

Black African 23 

White and Black Caribbean 13 

Any other White background 9 

Black Caribbean 8 

White and Asian 6 

Any other Asian background 6 

Any other ethnic group 5 

White Irish 3 

Any other mixed background 3 

White and Black African 2 

Any other Black background 2 
 
 
10 most heavily used services at present: 
 

Services used currently Nos % 

Speech Therapy 219 59% 

Transport for education 128 35% 

School, Special 114 31% 

Physiotherapy 114 31% 

Social worker 111 30% 

Health Visitor 90 24% 

Benefits 87 24% 

School, Mainstream 83 22% 
Support from a voluntary 
agency 72 20% 

Occupational Therapy 71 19% 
 
 
And a few of the most needed services in future: 
 

Future Needs Nos % 

Speech Therapy 254 69% 
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Support from a voluntary 
agency 220 60% 
Transport for education 206 56% 

Regular short breaks 184 50% 

Respite during school holidays 155 42% 

Physiotherapy 153 41% 

Respite - Daytime 152 41% 

Occupational Therapy 134 36% 

Holiday care 132 36% 

School, Special 127 34% 

Music Therapy 116 31% 

Benefits 112 30% 
Support Network with other 
families 111 30% 

 
 
Conditions 
 

Some Conditions 
 

Nos 
 

Learning – Autistic Spec Disorder 94 

Neurological conditions 83 

Congenital & other Genetic 60 

Learning Disabilities exc autism 47 

Development Delay 45 

Cerebral Palsy 33 

Downs Syndrome 29 

Visual Impairment 27 

Hearing Impairment 23 

Learning - ADHD 22 

other Musculoskeletal 17 

Epilepsy 15 

Dyspraxia 12 

Heart Conditions 10 

Gastroenterologic 9 

No Diagnosis 9 

Respiratory 9 

Dermatologic 8 

other Metabolic& Endocrine 7 

Hearing  &Visual Impairment 3 

Cancer 2 
 
Single parent families:   
 
88 Children are living in one parent families 
 
Accommodation 
 
146 Children live in family owned properties. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FUN in Summer 
 

This summer families enjoyed a funday organised by the Disabled Children’s Database in partnership with parents 
and various organisations and teams, such as:  Crossroads, Disability Sports, Mencap, ASD group, Parvaaz, Slough 
Library, Children & Young People’s Information Service, Friends of Slough, Youth Offending Team, Thames Valley Adventure 
Playground, Family Welfare Association, Carers Support, and others.   
 
Children enjoyed activities such as: arts & crafts, fun sports, variety of games, raffles, stroking farm animals, birds’ 
display, henna and nail painting, face painting, hook-a-duck, badge making and much more.   
Also available was information on supporting services.  The Mayor made a special visit to the event, and Mark 
Betts from the Slough Football Team engaged the children in fun football besides the activities enjoyed with 
Disability Sports and TVAP.  Thanks to everyone for working together to make this event enjoyable.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Health Corner 
 
Let’s learn about conditions with Dr Murthy,  
Child Development Centre, Upton Hospital 
 
What is Dyslexia? 
Dyslexia is a disorder in children who fail to attain 
reading, writing and spelling skills in line with their 
intellectual abilities despite conventional class room 
experience. In most instances it is a basic defect of 
language development. Children who have specific 
language disorder can go on to develop difficulties in 
reading. In others it may be due to difficulties with 
recognizing shapes and difficulties with sequencing. 
Dyslexia is suspected when a child fails to start 
reading at the expected age. The child's teacher is 
the best person to identify this. 
Help can be obtained from a special needs teacher 
and educational Psychologist. 
National Contacts:  
British Dyslexics: Tel: 01352 716656, Website: 
www.dyslexia.uk.com 
  
Dyslexia Action: Tel:  01784 222300, Email: 
info@dyslexiaaction.org.uk 
 
 

Dyslexia / Dyspraxia 
You may join in or initiate 

a discussion on this subject 
led by Maggie Shirman & Liz Scott from 

Specialist Support Team at the next 
 SEN & Disabled Children’s Forum on  

11 November 2008.   (See page 6) 

 
 

 
 

Autism 
-  Autism affects as many as 1 in 150 children and 1 
in 94 boys  
--Autism is the fastest-growing serious 
developmental disability in the world  
-  More children will be diagnosed with autism this 
year than with diabetes, cancer, & AIDS combined  
-  Boys are four times more likely than girls to have 
autism  
-  There is no medical detection or cure for autism, 
but early diagnosis and intervention improve 
outcomes  
-  Autism does not discriminate by geography, class, 
or ethnicity  
-  April 2nd 2009 is World Autism Awareness Day 
Source: http://www.worldautismawarenessday.org/ 

 
 
 

Benefits / Entitlements Info: 
A Benefits Adviser will be present at the next SEN & Disabled 
Children’s Forum on 11 November to answer your queries. 
 

Family Fund Extra 
 
'The Family Fund understand how expensive caring 
for a disabled child can be, that is why they are 
finding new ways to support all families who care for 
a disabled child or young person. The Family Fund 
will be launching Family Fund Extra during October 
and would like all families to register their interest. 
Family Fund Extra will be separate from their grant 
making and will help families make their money go 
further.  
 
It will offer a variety of discounted goods and services 
like electrical products and holidays. It will also allow 
supporters of Family Fund to make a difference to 
disabled children through donations and 'donate as 
you shop' opportunities. If you care for a child or 
young person up to the age of 25 years old and 
would like to benefit from the discounts and services 
Family Fund Extra will offer, register now at Web: 
http://www.familyfundextra.co.uk 
The Family Fund Comet gift card is a first step 
towards the fully-fledged Family Fund Extra and is 
already up and running.  
See Web: http://tinyurl.com/667tbv 
Information from Family Fund. 
 
 
Tax Credits 
 
We get lots of enquiries about tax credits and 
benefits. In order to explain what this credit is and to 
help you claim your entitlement, we have included 
the following section from the HM Revenues and 
Customs website: www.hmrc.gov.uk/taxcredits. 
 
What is Child Tax Credit, is a tax free income for 
households with children. It consists of two elements: 
a family element that most families get and a child 
element for each child in the family. You get extra if 
your child/ren has a disability. You have to inform the 
HMRC that your child receives Disability living 
Allowance in order to get this extra amount. Tax 
Credits are made up of a number of different 
elements dependent upon income. Most families 
qualify for at least the family element of child Tax 
Credit. 
 
Working Tax Credit is a tax-free income for 
households where you and/or your partner, if you 
have one, work but your income is fairly low. Families 
with children qualify provided you or your partner 
work at least 16 hours a week. Working Tax Credits 
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includes a childcare element that can provide up to 
£300 a week towards the cost of childcare so that 
you can get out to work. 
 
Child Tax Credit and the childcare element of the 
Working Tax Credit are usually paid to the main 
carer. When you make a claim you'll need to give 
details of your income for the last tax Year from 6 
April one year to 5 April the next. 
For more information and help on this tax calculation, 
you can call the Tax Credit Helpline on Tel 0845 300 
3900 or textphone 0845 300 3909 or arrange to see 
our Benefits Advisers at, My Council, Landmark 
Place, you may also ring the Contact a Family free 
helpline on 0808 808 3555. 
website: www.hmrc.gov.uk/taxcredits. 
 
 
 

Employment Support Allowance (ESA) 
For those aged over 16 yrs who are too ill to work. 
From 27 October 2008, ESA will replace any new 
claims for Incapacity Benefit and income support for 
incapacity to work. This change will affect people 
over the age of 16 who wish to make a claim on 
grounds of ill health or disability.  People already 
getting these benefits will continue getting them but 
will be transferred over to the new system at some 
time in the future. 
For more information contact the Jobcentre Plus on 
01753 615600, or Contact a Family’s free helpline 
0808 808 3555, or the Benefits Advisers at My 
Council, Landmark Place.  
(Info approved by Jas Nagra, Welfare Rights Adviser) 
 
 

 
Healthy Start Scheme  
 
If you have children under the age of 4 and are on 
certain benefits or for young people who are over 18 
and pregnant, you can get free vouchers every week 
which you swap for milk, fresh fruit, fresh vegetables 
and infant formula milk. You can also get free 
vitamins. The Healthy Start scheme replaces the 
Welfare Food Scheme and entitlement is confirmed 
by hmrc or jobcentres. To find out more about this 
scheme, talk to your health visitor, or call the Helpline 
at the Healthy Start Issuing Unit on 0845 607 6823.  
 
 

Disabled Facilities Grant 
 
DFG is only given after approval from the 
Housing/Social Services for essential adaptations or 
alterations to enable the disabled person to continue 
to live there.  From April this year, the maximum for 
DFGs increased from £25,000 to £30,000.  

More information on this can be found on directgov 
website: http://www.direct.gov.uk 
 
 
Bus Concession for disabled people and 
their helpers?  
 
Since 1 April 2006, eligible bus users have been 
guaranteed a minimum of free off-peak local bus 
travel.  From 1 April 2008, the new national bus 
concession enables eligible users to extend this off-
peak travel on local buses anywhere in 
England.  
Also as a Slough resident, your new 
pass means you are able to travel at 
any time on most buses boarded within the Slough 
Borough Council boundary and in some neighbouring 
authority areas. 
For more information, please contact  01753 475111 
or visit My Council at Landmark Place, High Street, 
Slough. 
 
 
 

BTs Fault repair Scheme 
 
This is a scheme available only after 
assessment and only to BT 
customer households where 
someone is at risk. To be eligible, the 
person with special needs would need to use 
- home renal dialysis machinery 
- home peritoneal dialysis machinery 
- artificial ventilator; or 
- be housebound due to a chronic long-term illness 
or disability. 
 If you would like more information on BT’s Free 
Priority Fault Repair Scheme or other BT services for 
those with special needs, call BT on Freefone 0800 
800 150. 

 
 
Cerebra Vouchers for extra speech therapy  
 
Cerebra, national organisation for people with brain 
related conditions, are running a project to help 
provide access to speech and language therapy for 
children who have a neurological, brain related 
condition, have a SEN statement and have received 
speech & language therapy in the last 6 months. 
The school or a professional who works with the child 
will need to refer the child.  A letter needs to confirm 
your child’s condition and recommend speech 
therapy.    
Successful applicants will receive a voucher worth up 
to £500 to be used with Speech and language 
therapists who are members of the Association of 
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Speech and Language Therapists in Independent 
Practice (ASLTIP).  
Cerebra can send you a list of ASLTIP therapists in 
and around this area. You will need to contact a 
therapist direct and the therapist then must invoice 
Cerebra direct for payment. In rural areas of the UK 
you may find travel time and costs to see a private 
therapist impractical.   
 
Cerebra - Second Floor Offices, The Lyric Building, 
King Street Carmarthen, SA31 1BD 
Tel: 0800 328 1159  
Freephone: 0800 32 81 159 
Email:alex@cerebra.org.uk  
Info from Cerebra site 
 
 See also information on Carers Allowance in the 

Q & A’s section 
 
 

BOOKS & OTHER RESOURCES 

Bercow Report on Speech Therapy 
John Bercow, Tory MP, led a 
review of services for children with 
communication difficulties.  He 
presented a report to the 
government which showed that 
amongst other things that SALT 
provision was nationally “patchy”.  
The report made various recommendations to 
improve provision including setting up of a national 
Communications Council and a Communications 
Champion to look at ways of putting changes into 
place. The government has announced £12 million to 
help implement the recommendations and a further 
£40 million to start an “Every Child a Talker” 
programme which will help those working with early 
years children to identify problems at an early age. 
For more information and full reports visit 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/bercowreview, and 
http://inclusion.ngfl.gov.uk/ 
(*Also, see comments on page 6) 
 
Listen to Me is a new musical DVD from a group of 

young people who use alternative 
ways of communicating. These 
disabled teenagers, who have 
severe communication impairments, 
have come up with their top tips on 

how to make sure they are listened to 
and consulted with. You can have a look at their track 
on the YouTube website. Copies of the DVD are 
available from 1Voice email: info@1voice.info, call 
Katie Clarke on 0845 330 7862 or visit the 1voice 
website 
 

A Parent’s Guide to Learning Difficulties – 
how to help your child 
 
By Peter Westwood, 2008  
This book explains many 
causes of learning difficulties 
and advises parents on how to help their child.  
It also provides information about teaching 
children with intellectual, physical and sensory 
disabilities, as well as autism. 
ISBN 0864318405, 9780864318404 
 

 
Sports with a difference: 
 
Slough Indoor Tennis Club has 2 wheelchairs which 
can be used for tennis.  Anyone interested in using 
these may contact Rod Douglas, Disability Sports 
Officer, Slough Borough council on (01753) 875177 
or (07876) 476185, e-mail: rod.douglas@slough.gov.uk 
 
Trampoline Therapy?  Rod Douglas is also looking 
into developing a trampoline club for children with 
autism.   If you are interested, please contact him at 
the number above. 
 
Golf: A Golf Club in Surrey has come up with a 
specially adapted hinged golf club for wheelchair 
users.  The angle on the club can be easily adjusted 
to suit the user.  
http://www.clubhouse-online.co.uk/news/golf.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cricket for visually impaired people can be played with 
a white ball that rattles.  
  
 
 
 
 
Snooker: Ann Brady of http://www.exercise.co.uk says 
she located a special arm rest to assist people who have 
only one arm and wish to play 
snooker.   
Tennis:  A low-table can be used 
for wheelchair tennis.  Also 
advertised on the above website.  

 
 
Blue Badges theft 
Earlier this year, there were reports on BBC news of Blue 
badges being stolen from cars in various areas of 
Slough.  If you are concerned about the safety of 
your Blue badge, you may rest in peace as there is a 

Do you know any of other family who would like to receive this newsletter or to join the disabled children’s database network:   
If so, please let them have the contact details at the top of this newsletter. 

11

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/bercowreview
http://inclusion.ngfl.gov.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5ZlUnU8Oeo
mailto:info@1voice.info
http://www.1voice.info%20/
http://www.1voice.info%20/
http://uk.mc233.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rod.douglas@slough.gov.uk
http://www.exercise.co.uk/


 

Do you know any of other family who would like to receive this newsletter or to join the disabled children’s database network:   
If so, please let them have the contact details at the top of this newsletter. 

12

Blue Badge Protector available which locks your 
badge securely onto the steering wheel of your car.   
This simple device will give you peace of mind.  You 
may read about the badge on this website 

http://www.bluebadgeprotector.co.uk/index.php 

or order it by calling 0844 847 0875. 
 
 
 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----- 

Make A Difference:  Parents, carers, professionals, young people, please get together on these Awareness 
Days and raise awareness, campaign on issues, raise funds and make a difference. 

 
 

Awareness Days for the rest of 2008  (some of these may need confirming) 
 

  
Oct: 2008 
1-31: Lupus Awareness Month 
9: World Sight Day 
10: World Mental Health Day 
12: World Arthritis Day 
1-31: Breast Awareness – Wear it pink 
22:  Int stammering Awareness Day 
 
 Nov: 2008 
3-9: Dyslexia Awareness Week 
3-9: Psoriasis Awareness Week 
14: World Diabetes Day 
17-21 Indoor Allergy Week 
19: COPD Awareness Day 
 
Dec 2008 
1: World Aids Day 
7 Dec: Carers Right Day (TBC) 
2  Int Day of Disabled Persons (UN)  
 
Jan 2009 
4 Jan World Braille Day WBU 
22-26    Cancertalk Week –  
22-26  Food Allergy and Intolerance  Wk  
26-30  Be Loud – Beating Bowel Cancer 
  

Feb 2009 
All Feb  Raynaud’s Aweareness 
 Duchenne Awareness Week – M 
 Dystrophy 
14 Congenital Heart Defects A Day 
9-15  National Tinnitus Week – BTA   
15  Intl Childhood Cancer Day - 
 Children’s Cancer &  Leukaemia  
gp 
22-28  Eating Disorders Awareness Wk 
 
 
March 2009 
10-17  Mar National MS week 
23 – 29 Mental Health Action Wk 
31 – 6 Apr  Brain Injury 
 
Apr 2009 
All month  IBS Awareness Month 
Month  National  Autism Awareness  
2nd  National Autism Awareness Day 
14 – 18 Arthritis Care Awareness 
7 World Health Day 
 
 
 

May 2009 
All Month  Lynme Disease 
Awareness 
5 – 11  ME Awareness 
4  Dystonia Awareness 
6  World Asthma Day 
18-24  National Epilepsy Wk 
19-23  National Allergy Wk 

 
 

June 2009 
All Month  Nat’l Osteoporosis Mnth 
2-8  Down’s Syndrome Wk 
7-15 British Heart Wk  
8-14 Diabetes Wk   
16-22 Huntington’s Disease 
21-27  Deafblind Wk 
 
Source: Combination of 
http://www.whathealth.com/awareness/januar
y.html and Health Events calendar, Equip, 
NHS 
 
  

 

Dates for your diary 
 
Often information about activities is sent through to us but misses the deadline for inclusion in the 
SNIPS newsletter, in order to receive timely information make sure you have your e-mail addresses 
included on our SNIPS mailing database. 

1 Oct Mental Health Coffee Morning 

10:00 to 11:30am 

New Horizons Slough Carers Support Service 
(SCSS) Tel:01628 668413 

15 Oct: Caring for Carers Group 

1:00 to 3pm 

Slough Library tour Slough Carers Support Service 
(SCSS) Tel:01628 668413 

5 Nov Mental Health Coffee Morning 

10:00 to 11:30am 

New Horizons Slough Carers Support Service 
(SCSS) Tel:01628 668413 

10 Nov Carers Forum to include training session (topic 
to be announced)                                 9:30 – 
2pm 

Friends Meeting House, 
Ragstone Rd 

Slough Carers Support Service 
(SCSS) Tel:01628 668413 

11 Nov: SEN & Disabled Children’s Forum 

11.30 am – 2.30 pm 

The Council Chambers, 
Town Hall, Slough 

Tel: 01753 690908/ 477303/ 
07816933589 – see enclosed 
agenda. 

11 Nov Post 18 Education             7.30pm start Oakwood Centre, Woodley Berks Autistic Society- T:01189 
594594 

19 Nov Caring for Carers Group                 1:00-
3:00pm 

 Slough Carers Support Service 
(SCSS) Tel:01628 668413 

http://www.bluebadgeprotector.co.uk/index.php
http://www.beatingbowelcancer.org/
http://www.tinnitus.org.uk/
http://www.icccpo.org/
http://www.ukccsg.org/
http://www.ukccsg.org/
http://www.whathealth.com/awareness/january.html
http://www.whathealth.com/awareness/january.html


 

20 Nov Conference on Autism The Centre, Farnham Road Alex Dean, Tel: 01753 875766 

26 Nov: Autism Information Evenings                  7-
9pm 

 Please check availability 

Thames Valley Infant School Slough Service for Autism -  Mandy 
Wimbush 01753 787627 or Liz 
Smith 01753787696 

26 Nov Slough Stroke Support Group     12noon to 
2pm 

Maria Cowland Hall, Bower 
Way 

Slough Carers Support Service 
(SCSS) Tel:01628 668413 

3 Dec Mental Health Coffee Morning    10:00 to 
11:30 

New Horizons Slough Carers Support Service 
(SCSS) Tel:01628 668413 

3  Dec Autism Information Evening                    7-
9pm 

 Please check availability 

Thames Valley Infant School Slough Service for Autism -  Mandy 
Wimbush 01753 787627 or Liz 
Smith 01753787696 

5 Dec Carers Rights Day                           10:30 – 
2pm 

 Benefit Advice and Information 

Friends Meeting House, 
Ragstone Rd 

Slough Carers Support Service 
(SCSS)    Tel:01628 668413 

10  Dec Autism Information Evening                   7-9pm 

 Please check availability with:   

Thames Valley Infant School Slough Service for Autism - Mandy 
Wimbush 01753 787627 or Liz 
Smith 01753787696 

13 Jan Talk on Anxiety             7.30 pm start Oakwood Centre, Woodley Berks Autistic Society- T:01189 
594594 

14 Jan Conference on Autism The Centre, Farnham Road Alex Dean, Tel: 01753 875766 

10 Feb Behavioural Problems            7.30 pm start Oakwood Centre, Woodley Berks Autistic Society- T:01189 
594594 

10 Mar Neuroscience of Autism                7.30 pm 
start 

Oakwood Centre, Woodley Berks Autistic Society- T:01189 
594594 

21 Apr Life & Learning with Autism         7.30 pm 
start 

Oakwood Centre, Woodley Berks Autistic Society- T:01189 
594594 

 
 

Your Questions & Answers 

London Congestion Charges/Blue Badges 
 

Q. My daughter has hemiplegia.  I often go 
into London and would like to know if I can claim 
back on the congestion charges I have already 
paid.  
 
A. If your child has a Blue Badge, you qualify for 
a 100 percent exemption from the London 
Congestion Charge.  In order to get this exemption 
you have to register with Transport for London (TfL) 
at least 10 days before your journey and cannot 
claim on any journeys prior to registration. 
There is a registration fee for this which you will have 
to pay once. You can download a registration form 
from the TfL website or ring: 0845 900 1234 for more 
information.  More information on their website at:  
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/roadusers/congestioncharging/6736.
aspx 

-------------------- 
 

Q.  I have two children who have special needs.  
Am I entitled to Carer’s Allowance for more than 
one child?  
 

A.   Currently the law is that even if you look 
after more than one disabled person, you can only 
get payment of one Carer’s Allowance.   
 

-------------------- 

Q.   Will my Carer’s Allowance stop when my 
child turns 16?  
 

A.    In answer to this question a section is taken out of 
Contact a Family’s guide: “Money when your child 
reaches 16 years of age (June 2008): Carer’s Allowance 
(CA)”…..”You can carry on claiming CA for your son or 
daughter as long as they get DLA at the middle or 
higher rates of care and you satisfy the other rules of 
entitlement. If they have started to claim benefits in 
their own right this should not affect your entitlement to 
CA.” and  
“An award of Carer’s Allowance can sometimes lead 
to a ‘cared for’ adult’s benefits being reduced. Before 
making a claim for Carer’s Allowance it is important to 
get advice from our helpline.  0808 808 3555.”     If 
your child (over 16) gets Income Support and or 
Housing or Council Tax Benefit with the extra severe 
disability premium element, they will lose the severe 
disability premium if you are given Carers Allowance.  
(See also information on Employment Support 
Allowance under the Benefits section) 
This may not apply to Lone Parents  
Information was confirmed by Jas Nagra, Welfare 
Rights Adviser. My Council, Landmark Place. Jas will be 
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at the next SEN&Disabled Children’s Forum to answer queries (see pg.6). 

-------------------- 
 

Q.  Is there any service that can assist with 
carrying our luggage when we go on holidays? 
  
A.  Carry My Luggage is a company that can take 
your luggage from your door to your final destination 
within the UK and outside. There’s a charge for this 
of course, but it would make your travelling much 
easier since a child with special needs often needs 
extra equipment (such as wheelchairs, collapsible 
hoists) which you need to manage at the same time 
as keeping an eye on your child. 
Go to www.carrymyluggage.com or call 0845 009 
0362.  Please note that under new EU laws, Airport 
operators will be required to organise the provision of 
the services necessary to enable disabled/reduced 
mobility passengers to board, disembark and transit 
between flights. In some circumstances, for legal 
safety reasons, this law may not apply.  More 
information on dft website:  www.dft.gov.uk 
 

Letters from parents 

(Mum Carol-Ann Compton Williams wishes to draw 
our readers’ attention to the National Autistic 
Society’s I EXIST campaign. 
 
I Exist is a NAS campaign on autism. Its 1st phase was 
‘Think differently about autism campaign’ which raised 
awareness about the condition.  It is now in its 2nd phase in 
which campaigners want the government to: 
 

- know the numbers of adults with this condition;  
- to ensure that there is a named person for 

autism within each authority,  
- to ensure that all staff involved are autism-

trained; and  
- to increase ‘capacity, expertise and leadership’ 

in Health. 
    

This aims to bring about changes in services to change 
lives of adults with autism.  Everyone is encouraged to join 
this campaign.   
Contact:  Campaigns team on 020 7923 5799 
(voicemail) or thinkdifferently@nas.org.uk. 
 

------------------------------------- 
 

Please note:   Information on the needs of those families 
who have included their children/young people on the 
Slough Database Children & Young People’s Database 
was sent to the Berkshire Autistic Society as well as 
Slough’s Commissioning and Development Manager for 
Learning Disabilities (Sally Kitson). (see information on  
autism project on page 4)- Database Co-ordinator 
 
 

------------------------------------- 
 
 

Enhance your child’s socialising skills 
 

“Dear Parents, 
 

I would like to share something with you all, which 
will hopefully benefit you and your Special Needs 
Child. 
My Daughter is nearly 10 years old and suffers from 
West Syndrome.  She has been attending our local 
Brownie Troupe since the age of 6¾years.  I 
personally believe that it is vitally important for a 
child with Special Needs to be able to integrate with 
other children of a similar age in normal everyday 
social activities.  My daughter thoroughly enjoys 
Brownies and participates in all their activities.  She 
has worked on and gained many, many badges!! 
Brownies and Guides (for girls only) operate in the 
majority of parish areas.  You can find 
out where your nearest troupe is by 
contacting your local council.  
My daughter also accesses a facility 
called Direct Payments through Slough 
Borough Council Social Services 
Children’s Team.  Direct Payments allow 
me to source my own carer (must not be a family 
member) who then takes my daughter to Brownies. 
We use this service as my daughter would not 
leave my side if I went to Brownies with her! 
My daughter also attends a local Youth Club, again 
using her personal Carer, in order that she can 
socially integrate and remain safe with all her 

special needs being catered for on a 1:1 
basis. 
I would highly recommend families to 
consider local groups such as 
Brownies/Guides for girls and 
Cubs/Scouts for Boys.  It will provide 

your child with a new social set of friends, the ability 
to undertake tasks and skills they might not 
normally do and will widen their experiences in 
general. 
 

Kindest Regards, 
A Slough Mum. 
 

------------------------------------- 
 
 

And here’s another one from a mother coming to 
terms with her young son’s diagnosis of a life-long 
condition. 
 

A Bolt from the Blue  
 

This can’t be true – it’s so unfair. 
Why my child, Why God Oh why? 

I’ve never heard of this condition before. 
Is it something I did? Where did I go wrong? 

How will I live with this now, How will I carry on? 
Surely, there has to be a cure, 

If the doctors don’t have it, I’ll search for something 
I feel so lonely, so alone, 
 Just can’t stop the tears, 

Do you know any of other family who would like to receive this newsletter or to join the disabled children’s database network:   
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14

http://www.dft.gov.uk/
mailto:thinkdifferently@nas.org.uk


 

My mind is over-whelmed with this, 
 I can’t concentrate on anything else. 

I hurt so much inside,  
What changes will we need to make, 

I wonder how he feels about it – it’s his life 
With the right help we have to move on for his sake, 

We have to give him the best in life, 
Lots of moral support and love 

Do what we can and accept what we can’t change 
Enjoy and cherish the time we have together. 
We will have to get the strength to move on. 

 
 
 

Safety Tip 
 

Always supervise young children playing with 
balloons.  
Balloons can cause choking and are 
known to cause more choking deaths 
than those from toy parts or small 
marbles or beads.  Children are known 
to suck in balloons that haven’t been 
blown up!  
 
 
 

SNIPS Needs YOU 
Do you wish to share a story or an experience  

with our readers?  
Would you like to recommend a service, 

product or equipment ? 
 Do you wish to advertise an event, group or 

activity here? 
SNIPS would love to hear from YOU 

snips@slough.gov.uk 
01753 690908/ 07816933589 

 
 

 

Children’s Zone 

My toys come with me 
Billy was keen to 
show us his wide 
range of collectible 
superhero toys which 
he said would 
accompany him to his 
new boarding school.  
’These are my 
favourite toys’- he 

said, and he could name each one of them from 
memory – ‘they are all coming with me to my 
boarding school.  My favourite is Cannonbolt and 
Wildmart…I like them 
all – this is Heatblast, 
this one is Greymatter, 
Four Arms… I still 

need ‘Ghostfreak and Alien.  I enjoy bowling and 
swimming – and at my new school I will go horse-

e wish Billy the very best at his new school. 
 

 

riding and to the beach.”   
W

Poem 

 

It won’t last forever 

Start school, make friends as soon as you enter the 

Havin jokes 

Forgetting a in the world  

thinking th

Then all of a sudden, the last few weeks of your 

You have nea  adult, ready 

You try to be happy in front of everyone, not 

You know that life will never be the same once you 

Seeing your younger siblings having 

m d 
forgotten that it wouldn’t last 

forever. 

Khaleel Chima 

K ! 

continue beyond school life and we wish Khaleel a 
very bright future full of fun and happy times. 

 
-------------------- ----------------- 

 

building. 
g fun and making 
 with each other. 
ll the problems 
as you laugh, 

at you still have many years  
with one another. 

school days come. 
rly matured into a young
to face the real world. 

showing how you really feel. 

leave school. 

a laugh with their mates 
akes you realize that you ha

 

 
haleel has obviously enjoyed his time at school
Friendships formed at school should of course 


 
 

Time for a laugh now 

 
Q.  “Why didn’t the skeleton go to the 

ecause it had NOBODY to go 
ith! 

 

 We would like to hear how you 

party?  
 

A.   B
w
 

------------------------------------- 
Thank you to all the children who entered our last issue’s 
colouring competition. 
spent your vouchers? 
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On the next page is another picture for you 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

to colour in.  Enjoy it and good luck. 



 

 

“Colour-a-picture” Prize Draw  

Open ONLY to children on Slough’s Disabled Children’s Database 

Win £10.00 Argos Voucher  

 
POST your coloured picture to the address below by 5th December 2008. 

The Slough Inter-agency Disabled Children’s Database, Service for 
Children with Learning Difficulties & Disabilities, Town Hall, Bath Road, Slough SL1 3UQ. 

(Names and addresses of children will be protected by the Data Protection Act 
 and used only for the purpose mentioned above.) 

 
 

Name of child:   ......................................................... 
 
Address:    ......................................................... 
Age:      ......................................................... 
 
Tel. No. (optional):   ......................................................... 

(image from www.colouring-page.net) 
 

You may either post this picture or bring it along to the 
next SEN & Disabled Children’s Forum on 11 Nov at the Council Chambers. 

A special thanks to Hilary Stiles for proof reading 

Editorial Policy and disclaimer 
We try to ensure accuracy and appropriateness of all the material but cannot be held liable or responsible for any loss which may arise from the content 
or products mentioned.  The views expressed in submissions do not necessarily reflect those of the editor, the departments or Slough Borough Council’s 
views. The editor reserves the right to amend or withhold contributions.  Contents will be included if they are considered to advance and encourage the 
development of services and opportunities for children and young people with a disability and their families or celebrate their achievements. Neither 
Slough Borough Council nor any entity of the council accepts any responsibility for any loss which may arise if you rely on information contained in 
this newsletter, you are advised to make your own enquiries as to the suitability of the services listed.  
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