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Borough Counul Growing a place of opportunity and ambition

Review of the Slough’s Local Development Plan against the 2023 NPPF
Tested at August 2024

1. There are currently a number of plans which together form the adopted Local
Development Plan for Slough. These are:

e The Core Strategy (2008)

¢ The Site Allocations (2010)

* Proposals Map (2010)

* The “saved” policies from the Local Plan for Slough (2004)
+ Replacement Minerals Plan for Berkshire (2001)

* Waste Local Plan for Berkshire (1998)

2. The Core Strategy is the overarching strategic policy document in the Local
Development Plan. It sets out the key issues to be addressed, and how this will be
achieved though the spatial vision, strategic objectives, spatial strategy and
supporting policies for addressing the social, economic and environmental issues
for development across the Borough. It covers the period from April 2006 to March
2026.

3. The Site Allocations Development Plan Document supports the Core Strategy and
identifies sites for the implementation of certain Core Strategy policies.

4. The “saved” policies of the 2004 Local Plan relate to a wide range of issues,
including design, transport, housing, retail sites, building extensions, local nature
conservation and green space.

5. The documents that make up Slough's Local Development Plan were all adopted
prior to publication of the first National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

6. The NPPF was first published on 27 March 2012 and has subsequently been
updated over the years with latest update on 19" December 2023".

7. Adopted plans will only be given weight according to their degree of consistency
with the new Framework (NPPF paragraph 225).

8. In 2013, the Council assessed its plans against the NPPF in order to test the consistency
of policies against the NPPF. The assessment was based on the PAS NPPF Checklist
which focuses on the main areas where the NPPF has changed policy and identifies the
key issues that have to be considered. It is available to view on the planning policy
webpages®?.

% hitps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework-—-2
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9.

The Council considered that with one or two exceptions the policies in Slough’s Plans
performed well against the NPPF.

10.The Self Assessment highlighted that, because the Berkshire Minerals Plan is out

11.

12.

of date, there is no current minerals allocation for Slough. This means that the
plan does not fully comply with the requirements of the NPPF. This is not an issue
in practice because the NPPF acknowledges that minerals can only be worked
where they are found. Since virtually all potential minerals sites in Slough have
already been dug apart from two remaining “Preferred Areas”, these effectively
constitute Slough’s allocation. Policy 10 of the Minerals Plan sets out a
presumption against minerals extraction outside of the Preferred Areas. This
policy was based upon previous calculations that there was an adequate supply of
minerals in Berkshire. Since it is not possible to assess whether this is still the
case, it was considered not appropriate to continue to apply this policy. It was
agreed that Policy 10 (Outside Preferred Areas) of the Replacement Minerals Plan
for Berkshire would no longer be used for development control purposes in
Slough. There is no conflict with any of the remaining “saved” Minerals policies
and the NPPF.

Planning law requires that planning applications must be determined in
accordance with the Development Plan unless material considerations indicate
otherwise. The policies in the NPPF are material considerations which should be
taken into account in dealing with applications. The current Local Development
Plan when taken as a whole, is not considered to be out of date with the NPPF
because the policies are broadly consistent with the NPPF.

When decisions on planning applications are made compliance with both the
Local Development Plan and the NPPF are key considerations. Decision Notices
issued by Slough Borough Council, include reference to how the NPPF has been
considered. They incorporate the following text: “It is the view of the Local
Planning Authority that the proposed development does improve the economic,
social and environmental conditions of the area for the reasons given in this notice
and it is in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework.”

13.The table below sets out an index of Slough’s adopted Local Development Plans

with an explanation to show how each policy complies with the NPPF December
2023.
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